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But as for those great matters of discovery, we can say nothing more than this, that either they are old or new: if old, he is to blame to have kept them so long; if new, or whatsoever, he may advertise your Majesty of them by letter, or deliver them by word to such councillor as your Majesty will assign. %
Thus we hope your Majesty will accept of our sincerity, having dealt freely and openly with your Majesty, as becometh us: and when we shall receive your pleasure and direction, we shall execute and obey the same in all things; ending with our prayers for your Majesty, and resting
Your Majesty's most faithful, and
most b'ounden servants,
T. ELLESMEKE GANG. FB. BACON;.
October 6, 1616.
The delay which followed may perhaps be partly accounted for by the influence of Villiers, whose good will Coke had bespoken by the offer of a wealthy marriage to one of his brothers. But the difficulty and importance of the case was itself cause sufficient for hesitation. What course Ellesmere and Bacon would themselves have recommended it is not easy to make out. Their last joint letter is worded with great caution and an evident intention to decline the responsibility of advising. But there is one thing which I think we may infer with confidence. They did not regard the exceptions taken to Coke's Reports as in themselves frivolous. Having examined and considered and collected the passages in question, they were of opinion that doctrines were implied in them which ought not to remain unquestioned in a book of that authority. How far they were justified in thinking so is a question for lawyers, and it is true that among modern lawyers there has been a very general impression to the contrary. But general impressions are apt to pass frommay be supplied by commission.
